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FRONT PORCH: NORTH LAWRENCE 
Executive Summary - 12.17.14 

 
 North Lawrence is a distinct neighborhood of Lawrence, Kansas sitting on the north side 
of the Kansas River. With a long and proud history dating back before the founding of Lawrence 
itself, North Lawrence has developed over its 160-year history a distinct identity. From the very 
beginning North Lawrence was the gateway to Lawrence as a whole, playing a key role in the 
city’s founding and survival. Today, while its residents are proud to call themselves citizens of 
Lawrence, they take pride in the differences their neighborhood has to offer.  
 The 308 Group has over the course of several months studied, explored, and ultimately 
come to have an understanding of the aspects of North Lawrence that make it a unique place to 
call home. We know that with the help of the citizens of North Lawrence and the various 
stakeholders in the community, we will develop a Sustainable Land Use Plan for the 
neighborhood worthy of its proud legacy. By leveraging existing strengths and assets, and by 
capitalizing on new opportunities, North Lawrence can become a more connected, resilient, and 
uniquely beautiful place to call home. Today, North Lawrence is a place that many people pass 
through without stopping to recognize or appreciate the many things that make it unique. North 
Lawrence is the front door to the community. The North Lawrence of tomorrow can be more. It 
will be the front porch: a place where people stay and spend time. The following pages will 
identify the goals, objectives, and programs that will allow that dream to become a reality.  
 

 
Vision:  
With the guidance of citizens and shareholders build 
on the existing strengths of the North Lawrence 
neighborhood to create a unique urban village by 
improving connections within the community and to 
Lawrence at large, by fostering greater resiliency to 
natural disasters and climate change, by developing 
its historic commercial areas, and by enhancing 
the unique beauty & identity that will make North 
Lawrence an even more attractive place to live, 
work, and play.  
 

 www.ktwu.com 
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Where are we now? 
 To clearly craft realistic goals for the future of North Lawrence, it is necessary to look at 
the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats faced by the community. 
  

 
 As can be seen above, North Lawrence has many positive things going for it. As an 
older community it has a distinct character different more suburban areas, and different from the 
rest of Lawrence. It has a diverse mix of housing stock, older buildings to repurpose, plentiful 
available land for new construction or other uses, and vibrant community networks embodied in 
things like the Ballard Community Center, the North Lawrence Improvement Association, and 
Common Ground community gardens.  
 While these are all positive things, North Lawrence remains vulnerable. Like many 
areas, North Lawrence is vulnerable to natural hazards. Due to its relative flatness and low-lying 
nature, North Lawrence is particularly vulnerable to storm water issues and flooding. The 
neighborhood risks sprawling into adjacent farmland. Additionally, a significant number of 
structures in North Lawrence are in disrepair. The North 2nd Street corridor is not as attractive as 
it could be, and does little to entice commuters and others to stop and explore the rest of North 
Lawrence.  
 North Lawrence can overcome these issues and others to become a thriving and 
sustainable place that people will want to stop and explore. The potential is there. But a plan is 
needed, and plans require goals.  
  

FPNL Goals: 
1. Develop connections to South Lawrence, to I-70, and within 

North Lawrence  
2. Foster increased resiliency to natural hazards including 

flooding and drought  
3. Redevelop the commercial corridor on Locust Street as an 

intimate and attractive mixed-use area 
4. Enhance the physical beauty of North Lawrence’s streets and 

natural areas  
 

Strengths 
• Small Town Feel  
• Historic Architecture (Locust St.) 
• Existing Street Grid  
• Community Organizations  

Weaknesses 
• Inadequate Infrastructure 
• Storm Water Issues 
• Disconnectivity 
• Poor Access to Food/Retail 

Opportunities 
• High Traffic Corridor (North 2nd St.) 
• Land Available for Infill 
• Proximity to Downtown Lawrence 
• Proximity to Kansas River 

Threats 
• Risk of Flooding  
• Property Disinvestment 
• Increased Railroad Traffic 
• Encroachment of Industry 
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Connections 
Objectives:  

• Enhance connections with the Kansas River  
• Increase accessibility to the bridge over the river     
• Install wayfinding signs, lighting, and streetscaping  
• Enhance and expand sidewalks and bike paths  

 
Bike Policy and Program: Consult with the 
residents of North Lawrence and with area cyclists 
to assess the desirability and potential locations of 
potential dedicated bike paths or in-road bike lanes 
in North Lawrence.  
 
Using available federal, state, and local money 
study the potential for bike path and bike lanes in 
North Lawrence. Educate residents and other 
community stakeholders about the benefits of 
cycling and develop specific programs to promote 
cycling in North Lawrence. Encourage the City of 
Lawrence and local business owners to provide amenities for and cater to the growing number 
of people who cycle, either for pleasure, physical exercise, or transportation.  
 

Resiliency 
Objectives:  

• Educate residents about the benefits of energy efficiency and conservation 
• Encourage residents to plant attractive, drought resistant landscaping   
• Work with the City to develop rain gardens to manage storm water runoff 
• Enhance and expand sidewalks and bike paths  

 
Rain Garden/Bioswale Policy and Program: 
Working with the City of Lawrence, assess the 
feasibility of developing rain gardens along curbed 
and uncurbed streets to handle storm water runoff. 
These gardens would be planted with small native, 
drought resistant plants.  
 
Leverage available federal, state, and local funds 
for initial design and construction of rain gardens. 
Residents and community groups will maintain the 
rain gardens, while using them as an opportunity to 
educate the wider community about their benefits. 
With appropriate implementation, the amount of 
standing water in North Lawrence can be reduced 
in an attractive, economical, and environmentally 
friendly way.  

www.graco.com 

www.statecollegepa.us/images 
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Locust Street Corridor 
Objectives:  

• Revive the Locust Street corridor as a walkable, mixed-use area 
• Leverage vacant land for scale-appropriate infill  
• Create nodes of commerce and activity to activate key intersections   
• Encourage residents and land owners to maintain their properties 
• Work with the City and Union Pacific to transform the north side of Locust  

 
Policies and Programs: Locust Street was once a 
thriving commercial thoroughfare through the heart 
of North Lawrence. Anchored by the historic depot, 
old commercial buildings dot the corridor, with 
vacant lots scattered in between. On the north side 
of the street the property owned by Union Pacific is 
an eyesore discouraging investment. The Locust 
Street of tomorrow can once again become the 
backbone of North Lawrence.  
 

The 308 Group plans to gather community input 
through visual preference surveys, community 
meetings, and design charrettes. The possibilities for Locust Street are endless! Imagine a well-
lit street lined with attractive streetscaping. Along the south side of the street could be a 
walkable mixed-use district dotted with historic storefronts, and attractive infill of commercial, 
residential, and public nature. Additionally, The 308 Group proposes working with North 
Lawrence residents, the City, and the railroad to look at ways to improve the land on the north 
side of Locust adjacent to the railroad.  
 

We propose working with the community to 
establish a new form-based zoning code to guide 
the future development of Locust in a way that is 
respectful of the historic context of the area. 
Additionally, we propose exploring the 
establishment of a TIF (Tax Increment Financing) 
in the area to fund the improvement of the 
streetscaping, sidewalks, etc. These 
improvements will act as incentives to make 
Locust a more attractive place to locate a 
business or home, and ultimately reduce sprawl. 
 
 
 
Right:  Proposed hierarchy of streets in North 
Lawrence reflecting nodes and corridors for 
commerce and entertainment.  

 

 

Photo: Zach Tusinger 

Illustration: Zach Tusinger 
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Beauty & Identity 
Objectives:  

• Beautify the riverbank with more natural plantings 
• Develop unique branding for North Lawrence     
• Increase the attractiveness of the North 2nd Street corridor 
• Enhance and expand sidewalks and bike paths 
• Develop complete streets with appropriate streetscaping   

 
Streetscaping Policy and Program: As 
mentioned above, The 308 Group proposes rain 
gardens as a way to mitigate storm water runoff. 
Additionally, we propose streetscaping projects on 
Locust Street and North 2nd Street. In order for 
North Lawrence to become a more attractive place 
for people to stop and visit, the community needs to 
find ways to make North 2nd Street more attractive. 
Curb pop-outs will have a traffic calming effect and 
will make it easier for pedestrians to cross. Trees, 
improved lighting, and sidewalks will make the area 
more attractive generally. Consultation with 
community stakeholders and identification of 
appropriate funding mechanisms are crucial. A CID 
(Community Improvement District) or TIF are options.  
 
 
 
River Program Proposal: FPNL Neighborhood River Team 
One of North Lawrence’s greatest assets is the Kansas River, which bounds the neighborhood 
on two sides. Like I-70 is the primary entrance to Lawrence from the north, the Kansas River 
also acts as a front porch for the North Lawrence community. Currently, a Kansas organization, 
‘Friends of the Kaw’ (kansasriver.org) exists to advocate for access to and protection of the 
river. The 308 Group proposes the development of a relationship with Friends of the Kaw either 
formally or informally, and the creation of a local neighborhood organization dedicated to the 
protection and promotion of North Lawrence’s riverfront. This organization could serve as a 
resource educating residents about the river, and act as an example and motivator for all 
citizens of Lawrence to take care of their own properties and the environment.  
 
 
 
 

www.consiliumdesign.com 

www.worldonline.media.com www.legendsofkansas.com Photo: Zach Tusinger 


